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Contra Costa Music Teacher’s 
Association of California 
 

March 1, 2019 

Dear CCMTAC Members,  

Please remember to update your contact information for 
membership at www.mtac.org as well as www.ccmtac.com. 
These websites are not linked so you will have to update 
your information on each website. Instructions for 
updating your personal information are found on the 
ccmtac website under Branch Info then selecting Member 

Help or enter this link in your browser: http://www.ccmtac.com/memberhelp.php  
 
The MTAC convention is June 28 to July 2 at the Hyatt Regency Santa Clara. The theme of the 
convention 2019 is “Limitless Imagination.” Registration opens March 1. Convention keynote 
speaker is John Roscigno - professor of Music and Orchestral Studies at California State 
University, Northridge and Music Director of the Thousand Oaks Philharmonic. 
 
Tanya Heeb 
Contra Costa Branch President 
 
COMING EVENTS 
March 7: Board Meeting at 10:30, Steinway Gallery 
March 3: Student Recital, 2:00 p.m. Orinda Community Church 
March 14: Teacher Performance Workshop, 9:30 a.m. at Greg Taboloff residence 
March 9,10: Certificate of Merit Evaluations 

 
PROGRAMS  
Master Class with Joseph Irrera was a wonderful event with a variety of music styles.   Joseph 
was able to find a key to each student, so we were witnessing the art of cooperation. The 
atmosphere was so friendly that participating students were able and willing to follow the 
suggestions and the results were right there. Thank you, Joseph! And thanks to all teachers and 
students for being in the spotlight! 

 
HONORING OUR HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS RECITAL 
The Honor Our High School Senior Recital is earlier than usual this year. The date is May 5 and 
we will start at 7 p.m. in the Lafayette Library and Community Center. 
Applications will be found on the website (date TBA). Start preparing your students for this 
amazing event. We don’t require memorization but we do expect that the selections be well-
prepared and polished. We must insist on a 7 minute limit to the selections. Our time ran over 
last year and we were charged an additional fee to use the facility. 
Once the application and the one-page essay on “What Music Has Meant to Me” has been 
completed, these should be mailed to Ruth Ann Schwan, 640 Glorietta Blvd, Lafayette 94549. 
The deadline will be midnight April 29 —a firm date—no exceptions. We look forward to hearing 
your student selections and giving them the $100 scholarship stipend, a Certificate of 
Participation, plus entering their name for a drawing for an Amazon gift card. See you in May! 
 

http://www.mtac.org/
http://www.ccmtac.com/
http://www.ccmtac.com/memberhelp.php
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Ruth Ann Schwan, HOHSS Chair 
In case you forgot to make your donations to this very special for-your-student event and  are 
ready to do it now – send your check to our treasurer Julie Rieth, 120 Fulham Ct, San Ramon, 
94583 and mark it for “Awards for Excellence.” 
 
 

BAROQUE FESTIVAL 
 
We had a very successful Baroque Festival this year - more teachers participated than ever 
before and we had a record number of students performing.  
Many thanks to all teachers who came and worked. We absolutely cannot put on the Festival 
without your help! 
Please plan to enroll your students in 2020.  It will be our 25th year!! 
 
Carlene Reeves, Marcia Berryman, Jeanette Dreifuerst, Angela Prickett and Julia Neyshloss, 
Baroque Festival Committee 
 

STUDENT RECITALS  
 
The next Student Monthly Recital is scheduled for Sunday, March 3, at 2:00 p.m., Orinda 
Community Church.  This recital is for school age students. The following recital is April 7 at 
2:00 p.m. Registration closes several days prior to the recital. 
 

Barbara Anderson and Lorraine Phillips, Co-Chairs  
 

TEACHER’S PERFORMANCE WORKSHOPS  
 
Music Teachers' Performance Workshop will be hosted by Greg Taboloff on March 14.  I would 
like to encourage new members to attend.  Even if you do not wish to perform, it is a nice way to 
become acquainted in a small group.  If you wish to attend, please contact Greg at: 
gregorytaboloff@aol.com or (925) 381-5420, or (925)968-1704 
 
Barbara Anderson, Chair  
 

VOCE (Voice, Orchestral Instruments, Chamber Music and Ensembles)  

 
Our branch VOCE recital (Vocalists, Orchestral instruments, Chamber Music and Ensemble) 
will be on May 19, 7:00 p.m.  Location to be confirmed. 
Piano teachers:  Do let me know if you have students that would like to play a movement of a 
chamber music piece.  Should be Level Five or higher.  (Piano duets are not a part of VOCE.) 
String and Wind teachers:  Let me know if you have interested students in playing chamber 
music, in a studio ensemble, or in ensemble.  I can help to organize. 
Teachers of participating students may be asked to coach ensembles.  We are looking to have 
instrumentalists perform a movement from a larger work (or a somewhat short work) that can 
be put together in just 3 or 4 rehearsals. 
Voice and Harp teachers:  We welcome your soloists and/or studio ensembles. 
Once I have the list of participating students, I can choose appropriate repertoire for ensembles. 
I also appreciate any input regarding repertoire suggestions. 
I would like to have participating students confirmed no later than April 1. 
My email address:  jamesgreening36@gmail.com 

mailto:gregorytaboloff@aol.com
http://gmail.com/
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Many thanks, 
James Greening, CCMTAC VOCE Chair 

CERTIFICATE OF MERIT  
 
The dates for Certificate of Merit evaluations are March 9 and 10. The theory exam will be held 
at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Concord, 45 John Glenn Drive, Concord.  
 

MSSL 
 
The MSSL website (www.msslmusic.org) has just been updated with photos from the most recent 
performance at the Sunrise Villa San Ramon. Thank you to all the performers (both members and guests) 
who came. Without your hard work and support of MSSL, this event would not have been possible. We are 
looking forward to your continued support of MSSL! 
Michelle Chen, Student President, MSSL Contra Costa 

Jenny Wong, MSSL Chairperson 
 
 

Special Events and Information 
 
PAS Vocal Competition for High School Students 
 
Auditions – April 13 
Application deadline – March 23 
Fees - $20 
 

St. Paul's is pleased to present this performance in our Concert Series.  Located in 
downtown Walnut Creek, the St. Paul's Concert Series offers monthly world-class 
performances to the local community for an affordable, donation-based cost.  Free 
parking is provided, or an easy walk three blocks from Walnut Creek BART.  

Christopher Bengochea, Tenor, has been praised as having "power, sure intonation, and fine 
diction that come in a package tied with a ribbon of natural sound." as quoted by Janos Gereben 
of the San Francisco Classical Voice. He has delighted audiences with his unique combination of 
vocal and dramatic interpretations in performances ranging from art song to opera around the 
world.  Sandra Bengochea, Soprano, has earned rave reviews for her spirited interpretations 
of the lyric coloratura repertoire. She is described as having a “natural vivacity and charisma 
that resulted in a performance that was a joy from the first note to the last” (Opera News). 

At St. Paul’s, Christopher and Sandra Bengochea perform their collection “Songs of Love,” 
including pieces from Puccini’s “La Boheme,” Verdi’s “Rigoletto” and others.  They will be 
accompanied by Simona Snitkovskaya, a doctoral graduate in piano performance from St. 
Petersburg Music Conservatory. 

Our next concert: 

March 16 -Omri Shimron – pianist.  
In a program “Metamorphosis”, featuring Wessenbergg and Glass 
 

http://www.msslmusic.org/
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Saint Mary’s College Chapel – Guest Concert featuring Dr.Kevin Ayesh, pianist 
presenting works by Beethoven, Chopin, Faure and more on Sunday March 3 at 3:00 p.m. 

 
  The Chopin Foundation has its Annual Chopin Birthday concert at Old First Church 

with Kevin Kenner. He won in 1990 a Top Prize at International Chopin Competition in 
Warsaw. With Chopin and Paderewski in a program, and complimentary champagne and cake 
before the concert on Sunday March 3 at 4:00 p.m. 
At Old First Church, 1751 Sacramento St. (at Van Ness), San Francisco 
 
 
 

Music Study Assistance Grant – Things to Know  

 

Applications for the Music Study Assistance Grant will open on March 1, 2019. 

This grant is awarded to highly-motivated students of active MTAC music teachers, who 

have a financial need, to support them in their ongoing, private music study. Grants 

are awarded to those based on financial need and commitment to continued private 

music study. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Piano music for all levels of playing.  The music has not been used and is available 
to members at a 50% mark down from the price marked.   
The music is availability at Harps Etc.  1601 N Main Street, Suite 106 in Walnut 
Creek.  We are open Monday - Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and Sunday from 
noon to 5:00 p.m. and is  
 
  A San Francisco high school seeks a band director. 
 
To access more information about this position, please advance 
to http://SacredHeartCathedralPreparatory.appone.com and use the search feature to 
find the position.  

http://sacredheartcathedralpreparatory.appone.com/

